BIBLE  HISTORY 

AND 

DR.  LUTHER'S  SMALLER  KATE6HISH 

IX 

KUVI  LANGUAGE. 


sr 


BY 

REV.  F,  V.  P.  SCHULZE. 


flabra* : 

PR1NTKO  BY  GBAVK8.  OOOKSOX  &  CO,  SCOTTISH  PBESS. 

1910 


PREFACE. 

THIS    Bible   History    in    the    Kuvi    language,    in 
characters,  is,  I  believe,  the  first  attempt  that 
has  been  made  to  reduce  this  language  to  writing. 

It  is  necessary  to  say  a  few  words  in  support  and  in 
defence  of  this  undertaking. 

The  Kuvi  language  is  spokau  by  the  hill  tribes  in 
the  Vizagapatam  Agency  Tracts  of  Jeypur  and  in  the 
south  of  Kalnkaiidi.  According  to  Frazer's  Gazetteer,  ^th 
of   the   Jeypur   Agency    speaks    Kuvi.      AH    it  has  no 
written  language  of  its  own,  the  author  of  this  work  has 
decided  on  adopting  the  written  characters  of  the  Telugu 
language,  as  being  the  most  useful,  under  existing  con- 
ditions for  his    Mission  work  in  the  Salur  Agency   to 
expiess  the  Kuvi  language  in  writiug,  because  all  male 
adults  of  the  race  who  claim  this  language  18  their  mother 
tongue,  can  also  speak  Telugu,  though  their  wives  and 
children     know     only     Kuvi.     There  mast  be   prepared 
another   edition   in    Oryia  characters    for    Jeypur    and 
Kalahandi. 

This  Kuvi  language  must  not  be  confounded  with 
the  Kui  language,  which  is  spoken  by  the  same  tribe  to 
the  North-east.  The  mole  adults  of  those  speaking  Kui% 
can  also  speak  Uriya,  though  their  wives  and  children 
cannot.  Fereira  has  published  a  Kui  Grammar  in 
Roman  characters, — The  Gospel  of  Mark  has  been  trans* 
luted  in  that  language  with  Oriya  characters*  It  must, 


however,  be  remembered  that  this  Km  language  is  not 
understood  by  the  Forjas  of  Jeypur,  though  it  appears  to 
be  a  dialect  of  it. 

This  work  contains  sixty  stories  from  the  Old  Testa- 
ment and  sixty  from  the  New  Testament  and  Luther's 
Smaller  Catechism. 

In  preparation9  are  also  a  Grammar  and  a  Diction* 
ary.  The  work  is  undertaken  with  the  hope  of  ultimately 
unifying  the  two  dialects  and  thus  uniting  the  whole 
tribe. 

Tfhe  author  recogpizes  the  gravity  and  importance 
of  his  task  and  earnestly  invites  criticism  of  this  publi- 
cation, which  he  will  receive  most  thankfully  as  being 
the  surest  way  of  correcting  eriors  that  will  creep  into 
every  work  in  spite  of  one's  best  endeavours  to  be  strictly 
correct. 
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